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State Embryonic Stem Cell Research Legislation Introduced
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Forty-year-old Danny Heumann is a T6 paraplegic, his lower half paralyzed at 18 years old from a car 
crash.

"I was put in this wheelchair for a purpose," he says.

That purpose is to advocate for embryonic stem cell research, which Heumann says could potentially 
fix his spinal cord injury. He joined state Democrats at the Capitol Thursday to introduce legislation 
that would lift Michigan's embryonic stem cell research restrictions.

"Every day that goes by in Michigan with the current restrictions in place is another day where 
hundreds of thousands of Michigan citizens are deprived of potentially life-saving cures and 
treatments," says bill co-sponsor Rep. Andy Meisner (D-Berkley).

Spinal cord injuries, Parkinson's disease and Alzheimer's are just a few of the ailments the research stands to help. The bill would require informed, 
written consent from donors to use their embryos for research.

"Right now," Meisner says, "we have a de facto ban on embryonic research, so if you do it, you go to jail." Violators also face $10 million in fees for 
breaking the laws.

For good reason, says Michigan's Right To Life legislative director Ed Rivet. The bill would increase penalties for human cloning, but Rivet isn't sold 
that approving this bill wouldn't lead to cloning, which he considers unethical. He points to other more ethical and successful alternatives.

"Adult stem cells or amniotic stem cells or umbilical stem cells are showing the results," Rivet says.

Meisner introduced similar legislation last year but it didn't make it out of chamber. But supporters of the bill say if that happens again, they want to 
put it on a ballot and let Michigan voters decide.

"I want to find the $20 million for a ballot initiative," Heumann says.

A battle, he adds, he's strong enough to fight.
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Read Comments
Posted by: Teresa Location: Idaho
My daughter was in a car accident that left her paralyzed from the waist down. she is 24 and has two childeren. I think if stem cells can give 
someone back the use if there legs I am 100% for it. For all the people that are against it, i bet if it was them who had the chance to walk again they 
would sing a different tune. Please give our childeren the chance to walk again!!

Posted by: Grace Location: East Lansing
I have Lupus and am waiting for the research and the chance to not only help myself but others by being a volunteer for the research!

Posted by: Marlene Location: Williamston
As a physician, I know that there are already over 20 embryonic stem cell lines supported by federal research funds. None has yet shown any 
promise in improving human health disorders, however adult stem cells have. Cord blood and amniotic fluid stem cells appear to have all the 
potential that embryonic stem cells might, making the unfounded claims of supporters of embryonic stem cell research irrelevant.
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